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Your Nov. 10 editorial "Atrocity in Amman1" painted an erroneous scenario in its analysis of the three heinous terrorist attacks Jordan's capital suffered on Nov. 9. Sadly, it also reflects a poor understanding of Jordan's key role in the war on terror and its position in the region as the beacon of moderation and stability.

Jordan has been and will continue to be at the forefront of the war on terror. If the Nov. 9 attacks illustrate anything it is that Jordan will not be deterred from continuing to combat terrorism and, most importantly, continuing to challenge the ideology of those who preach hatred and incite violence in the name of Islam. As Majesty King Abdullah II said on Nov. 11, "Jordan has been targeted more than any other country for several reasons, among them, its role and its message defending the essence of Islam -- the religion of moderation and tolerance that abhors the terrorists who kill innocents in Islam's name."

Jordan has been subject to terrorism before the war on Iraq and fortunately has foiled many plots in the past few years, including the millennium plot that targeted hotels in Amman on New Year's Eve.

Jordan has been and continues to be supportive of the political process in Iraq and of our Iraqi brothers. Jordan's prime minister was the first Arab senior official to visit the Iraqi capital and meet with Iraqi officials to consolidate support for the Iraqi government and people, and to buttress security and trade relations between the two countries. In addition, Jordan has been training a total of 35,000 Iraqi troops in Jordan over the past two years.

And finally I would like to elucidate that the controversial program that aired briefly on the independent channel "Al-Shatat" or "The Diaspora" has been broadcast from an independent/private channel entitled "Mamnou" operating from the Media Free Zone in Jordan, which is not subject to Jordanian law. The program itself was not broadcast from any Jordanian channel. "Al- Shatat" drew concerns for inciting hate. Accordingly, the program was stopped from the private channel as of Oct. 25, 2005. The stoppage was done only through personal intervention of responsible Jordanians.
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