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A significant potential outcome of France's nightly riots, now well into their second week, will be a further expansion of Islamic organizations' influence over Europe's growing Muslim communities. The riots are a watershed event -- probably more significant to Europe than either the Madrid or London terrorist bombings.

That's not because they are either obviously Islamic or initiated by extremist groups, neither of which appears to be the cause. Their cause is local. Yet, as correspondent John Carreyrou reports, Islamic organizations are fanning out across violence-stricken areas offering mediation, gaining influence and adding recruits.

These groups may well help stop the violence, yet they at the same time feed a troubling trend across Europe. Disenchanted and often jobless Muslim youth flock to Islam -- and often its more radical elements -- for purpose and identity. The result: parallel societies.

Europe again has shown itself at a loss to integrate its Islamic minority or understand one of globalization's least understood problems. The French writer Olivier Roy argues that the extremist growth has much to do with its "deterritorialization." If Europe can't become more a melting pot, Francis Fukuyama writes the Islamic population growth will endanger its democracies and have knock-on dangers for the rest of the world.
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A Year of Living Dangerously
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Read a three-part series "Islam and Europe: A Volatile Mix."
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