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Whether it's meeting Bill Clinton in Texas or saying hello to Clifford the Big Red Dog in Connecticut, book fairs and festivals are as much about entertainment as literature. Here are some notable book fairs around the country over the next few weeks.
* * *

VEGAS VALLEY BOOK FESTIVAL
Through tomorrow
Las Vegas
"What happens here Stays... on the Page" is the name of tomorrow's panel on Las Vegas in literature. This 10-day event marking the city's centennial ends tomorrow with French photographer and journalist Francois Paolini's visual presentation of images from his forthcoming book "We All Live in Vegas." But between now and then there are still two dozen films, readings and discussions on poker, prizefighting and, for authors, self-promotion. Free admission. Most events take place at the Las Vegas Library and Reed Whipple Cultural Center in the city's downtown cultural corridor. 702-895-1878; www.vegasvalleybookfest.org1
* * *

ATLANTA ANTIQUARIAN BOOK FAIR
Today and tomorrow
Atlanta
This book fair at Oglethorpe University features a silent auction of items donated by the 50 exhibitors, with proceeds going to Habitat for Humanity to help house victims of hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Fairgoers can bid for the old (an 1865 hand-colored map of Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkansas) and new (an autographed first edition of James Lee Burke's "Last Car to Elysian Fields"), among other assorted books relating to the Gulf Coast region. There's also a section devoted to the writings of Scandinavians, in recognition of the Atlanta Scandinavia Festival, also being held at the university this weekend. Admission is $5, good for both days; hours 6 to 9 p.m. this evening, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. tomorrow. 706-789-3206; www.gaba.net/bookfair.htm2
* * *

WEST VIRGINIA BOOK FESTIVAL
Tomorrow and Sunday
Charleston, W.Va.
Who says popular literature isn't deep? During a talk tomorrow titled, "Grassroots Saints and Honky Tonk Heroes," Appalachian-mystery author and racing fan Sharyn McCrumb will discuss her latest book "St. Dale," in which she rewrites "Canterbury Tales" in a Nascar setting. This festival, which celebrates literature in the mountains, also has poetry readings, music and dance performances, a used-book sale and a haunted book-mobile for the kids. On Sunday former Wall Street Journal reporter (and current Morgantown, W.Va., resident) Asra Nomani reads from her most recent book "Standing Alone in Mecca: An American Woman's Struggle for the Soul of Islam." Free admission; open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday; noon to 6 p.m. Sunday. 304-343-4646; www.wvhumanities.org/bookfest/bookfest2.htm3
* * *

LOS ANGELES LATINO BOOK & FAMILY FESTIVAL
Tomorrow and Sunday
Pomona, Calif.
This fair produced by actor and activist Edward James Olmos embraces 21st-century technologies: Author readings and discussions will be broadcast on the Web (address below) and Hispanic Lifestyle Magazine is promoting the event with podcasts. Latin writers on hand -- live or via Internet appearances -- include Yasmin Davidds ("Empowering Latinas: Breaking Boundaries, Freeing Lives"). There will also be music and dance performances, children's activities, and career, education, culture and health "villages" at the Fairplex, site of the L.A. County Fair. Free admission; Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (760) 434-4484; www.lbff.us4
* * *

INDEPENDENT AND SMALL PRESS BOOK FAIR
Dec. 3 and 4
New York
Just in time for the holidays -- for the quirky, intellectual friends on one's gift list -- this event held at the Small Press Center at 20 W. 44th St., always has fascinating, offbeat and sometimes just plain weird titles on offer from scores of indie presses, whether it's self-published poetry, new-age esoterica, English military history or the work of writer and transcendentalist groupie Margaret Fuller. Plus this year features panels on the future of crime fiction, graphic novels and zines. Free admission; hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4. 212-764-7021; http://smallpress.org5
* * *

BOSTON INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUARIAN BOOK FAIR
Oct. 28-30
Boston
Just in time for Halloween, on offer here is a first edition (1935) of "Poe's Tales of Mystery and Imagination" illustrated by Arthur Rackham, along with an original watercolor, signed and dated by the artist, and presented to the publisher George Harrap. It's available for $48,000 or maybe, "nevermore." This is just one treasure on offer from almost 120 dealers. There will also be discussions on collecting and children's book illustrators, and appraisers will be available for visitors' treasured books. Opening-night admission of $15 is good for the entire show; Saturday or Sunday admission is $8. Friday hours 5 to 9 p.m.; Saturday noon to 7 p.m.; Sunday noon to 5 p.m. 617-266-6540; www.bostonbookfair.com6
* * *

KENTUCKY BOOK FAIR
Nov. 12
Frankfort, Ky.
The Bluegrass State's own Bobbie Ann Mason will be among the more than 175 writers converging on Kentucky's capital city for a day of readings, signings and symposia. Books on bourbon, thoroughbred racing, Appalachia and Thomas Merton are just a fraction of what's on offer. Symposium topics include the Civil War and Raggedy Ann and Andy (led by the granddaughter of their creator Johnny Gruelle). Proceeds from book sales benefit school and public libraries. Free general admission; hours, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tickets for the author breakfast at 8:30 a.m. are $12; Lunch tickets, $15. Call 859-273-2911 for reservations. General book-fair information: 502-564-8300, ext. 297; www.kybookfair.com7
* * *

TEXAS BOOK FESTIVAL
Oct. 27-30
Austin, Texas
The Lone Star State's literary events are big -- and bipartisan. Among those appearing for the festival's 10th anniversary are David McCullough, Garry Wills and Simon Winchester. This year first lady Laura Bush is honorary chairman, while former President Bill Clinton speaks in the House Chamber of the State Capitol (and signs books afterward). Aside from signings and discussions -- and there are many, from Salman Rushdie to Alexander McCall Smith -- there will be a cooking tent with White House pastry chef Roland Mesnier. There will also be presentations in Spanish, featuring noted translators and authors. The festival's hours at the Capitol are: Oct. 29, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Oct. 30, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission. (512) 477-4055; www.texasbookfestival.org8
* * *

CONNECTICUT CHILDREN'S BOOK FAIR
Nov. 12-13
Storrs, Conn.
Children's book authors Tomie dePaola, Barbara McClintock and pop-up wizard Robert Sabuda ("Encyclopedia Prehistorica: Dinosaurs") are among the many authors and illustrators at this fair held at the University of Connecticut. They'll compete for kids' attention with storybook characters Little Critter, Curious George, Winnie the Pooh, Max and Ford & Toad. Along with crafts and storytelling, there's a free breakfast with Clifford the Big Red Dog on Saturday and Sunday at 8:45 a.m.; reservations are required. Proceeds from book sales go to enhancing the Northeast Children's Literature Collection at the Thomas J. Dodd Research Center, co-sponsor (with the UConn Co-op, an old-fashioned, independent, collegiate bookstore) of the fair. Free admission, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. 800-873-2348; http://bookfair.uconn.edu9
* * *

MIAMI BOOK FAIR INTERNATIONAL
Nov. 13-20
Miami
This broad-based festival has books on everything from voodoo and Cuban nightclubs to Jewish life in South Florida. There's a three-day street fair around Miami Dade College's Wolfson Campus; a full program in Spanish, and international pavilions featuring the literature of the Americas -- North, South and Central. The fair's popular "Evenings With..." authors include Margaret Atwood, Joan Didion (named a National Book Award finalist for her memoir "The Year of Magical Thinking"), Terry McMillan and Marilynne Robinson. Street-fair admission is $5 on the weekend, free for those 18 years of age and younger and free to all on Friday. All events preceding the street fair are free of charge. 305-237-3258; www.miamibookfair.com10
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